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ORION WILL PLAY KEY ROLE 

IN GM’S EV FUTURE: “You have 

a very secure future.” 

Those words from Mark Pervine, GM 

Manufacturing Executive Director, 

kicked off a joint diagonal slice meeting with about 20 rep-

resented and non-represented employees at Orion Assem-

bly. 

Mark, who spent Tuesday meeting with Orion staff and 

employees, reinforced the important role Orion will play as 

GM seeks to dominate the EV market. With work com-

mencing on a $4 billion investment to convert Orion into a 

high-volume EV pickup plant, GM is poised to hit 1 million 

EVs by 2025. 

“Our biggest advantage is we know how to build at scale,” 

Mark told the group. “Some startups are trying to figure 

out how to mass produce.” 

Employees pressed Mark on several issues specific to the 

plant conversion. For instance, how long will Orion pro-

duce the Bolt EV and EUV? When will production begin on 

the Silverado and Sierra EVs? What is the impact on em-

ployees while the plant is down? 

Mark said the current plan is to produce the Bolt EV and 

EUV well into 2023, with an end date in Q4 2023. There 

also is a plan to start production of the EV pickups in late 

2024.  

What happens to employees during that roughly year gap 

is still being discussed. A lot depends, he said, on what oth-

er GM sites need, as well as what personnel are needed as 

Orion is converted to pickup production. 

“We’re doing as much as possible to minimize the impact 

on people,” Mark told the group. 

One area that Orion employees can expect to see improve-

ments is in plant amenities, Mark said.  

“We’re building great products, but you walk in the front 

door, and it looks like 1980,” he said. 

GM is currently upgrading restrooms, team rooms, cafete-

rias, and offices at various sites. 

“When you look at Factory Zero, it feels like a plant build-

ing a $100,000 Hummer,” Mark said. “The employees feel 

good.” 

As Orion’s plans take shape, they will be shared with em-

ployees, Reuben Jones, plant director, said after Mark’s 

visit. 

There are a lot of activities on the Orion site, with contrac-

tors setting up a trailer city and site work getting under 

way. One notable milestone, Reuben said, is a ceremonial 

groundbreaking for the new paint shop, which is scheduled 

for Aug. 31. 

Reuben said details about other construction-related pro-

jects will be shared within the coming weeks. 

GENERAL MOTORS CEO 

MARY BARRA DISCUSSES 

EV PRODUCTION AND 

TACKLING SUPPLY CHAIN CHALLENGES 

                                         Source: Aislinn murphy - foxbusiness.com 

CHRISTIAN VON 

KOENIGSEGG SAYS 

THE C8 CHEVY COR-

VETTE IS ‘MIND-

BLOWING’            Source: Peter Holderith - thedrive.com 
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